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In the occasional series, Charlotte Bredahl-Baker believes her time with
the talented horse who took her to the Olympics was “meant to be.”

Molly Sorge

When she first looked at a

gawky, chestnut gelding in
Denmark in 1986, Charlotte
Bredahl-Baker had no idea she was
looking at the horse who would take
her to the heights of Grand Prix stardom,
and be a valuable friend and partner for two
decades.

At that point, Bredahl-Baker was in the
market for an investment prospect for herself
and a partner.
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“It was that he was in the right price
range. It wasn’t like I knew he was going to be
my Olympic horse. Honestly, it was luck,” she
recalled. “He was a nice-moving horse, but at
the time, he was very gangly. He was a late-
maturing horse. He was a nice horse, but I
had no idea he was going to end up being
what he became.”

What Monsieur became was a part of the
historic bronze-medal U.S. dressage team at
the 1992 Barcelona Olympics, the 1994 and
1997 U.S. Dressage Federation Grand Prix
Horse of the Year, and a consistent performer

who was competitive at the
Grand Prix level for 10 years. And,
he was Bredahl-Baker’s treasured
companion.

“He did everything for my
career. Without him, I wouldn’t
have gone to the Olympics, and
that really is a huge thing. It gives
you a level of credibility that noth-
ing else does. I owe everything to
him,” said Bredahl-Baker.

But the relationship went both
ways. “With someone else, I don’t
think Monsieur would have been
the horse he was,” said fellow
Grand Prix rider Guenter Seidel.
“Charlotte is so patient and intu-
itive. I remember him to not be the
easiest of horses, but Charlotte
handled him superbly.”

Monsieur (Lowenbrau—Heidi)
was one of those horses whose out-
right consistency and correctness
prevailed. “He had a very powerful
extended trot and a powerful pas-
sage. His changes were very good.
There wasn’t anything he couldn’t
do pretty well,” said Bredahl-Baker.

And she believes that Mon-
sieur would still be competitive
today, in an era of flashy, extrava-
gant horses. “Every once in a
while, I'll look at our Olympic tape,
and I still think he looks really
good. To this day, his passage
would hold up to anybody’s,”
she said.

But perhaps the highest praise
comes from trainer and friend
Hilda Gurney. “You would get
goose bumps watching them. They
were that good,” she said.

“He was meant to be my
horse,” said Charlotte Bredahl-
Baker of her decade-long
partnership with Monsieur.

A Slow Start

But while this story ends with happiness
for all, don’t think that Bredahl-Baker didn’t
have to endure some setbacks in her path to
her Olympic medal. The very first time she got
on Monsieur after he shipped from Europe, he
bucked her off. And it took a while for her to
see glimmers of greatness.

“We had to go slowly in the begin-
ning because he was so gangly and uncoordi-
nated, because he was still growing a lot, even
as a 5-year-old,” she said. Monsieur’s looks at
this stage earned him his barn-name of
“Moose.”

And then Bredahl-Baker discovered the
quirk that would haunt Monsieur for his entire
career. “When I started taking him to shows, I
discovered that he was afraid of everything, so
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that was a big challenge that I didn’t know
we’d have to deal with,” she said.

“It took a long time to get him so that
he was confident in his surroundings at
a show. I'd take him to shows days in
advance and do a lot of hand walking, just
getting him used to everything. Once he got
to be 8, then he really came around in his
training, and he started moving along
more quickly.”

In his 8-year-old year, Moose competed in
his first big competition, the 1990 U.S.
Olympic Dressage Festival in Oklahoma City,
Okla. There, he finished 10th in the National
Intermediaire I Championship.

Moose started Grand Prix that fall, and
things really came together for them. “One of
our turning points was at a judges’ forum with
Edgar Hotz, just when Monsieur was starting
Grand Prix. And Edgar went crazy about him,
how much he liked him, and I think that’s one
of the first times I realized I had a really great
horse,” Bredahl-Baker said.

“Once he really got into it, and got into
doing the Grand Prix, he really had a lot of
heart. He came to know when it really
mattered, and he’d try hard. We had a really
great partnership.”

Bredahl-Baker’s patience and persistence
in bringing Moose along from a gawky, fearful
youngster began to pay off.

“Charlotte trains very kindly and brings
horses along very systematically. She’s never
so ambitious that she would sacrifice the wel-
fare of the horse or rush them in any way.
She’s a very sympathetic rider,” said Gurney,
who helped Bredahl-Baker with Moose in their
early days.

In 1990—just their first year at Grand
Prix—Bredahl-Baker and Moose won all
the West Coast USET qualifying competitions
and earned a trip to Gladstone, N.J., to
compete at the Miller’ssfUSET National
Championships which were also the selection
trials for the World Equestrian Games
that year. They placed third at the trials,
but the selectors chose not to put the
young horse on the WEG team—a decision
Bredahl-Baker  agreed  with  whole-
heartedly.

The next year, they repeated third place in
the national championships and earned a
grant to train and compete in Europe for five
months. She rode with Herbert Rehbein, and
Monsieur continued to improve.

The International Stage

Little did Bredahl-Baker realize that 1992
would bring moments to eclipse even that—
Olympic moments. She and Moose started the
year winning everything on the West Coast
again and qualifying for the Olympic selection
trials in Florida. There, they finished sixth—
good enough to compete in Europe for final
team selection.

The subsequent trip to Europe brought
Bredahl-Baker one of her most memorable
wins. “I got permission to show at the CDI
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World Cup show in Copenhagen [Denmark],”
she recalled.

For Bredahl-Baker, this was returning
home, since she was born and raised in
Denmark and only moved to the United States
in 1979. “The show was in front of this won-
derful castle. My entire family from Denmark
was there, and they’d never seen me compete
before at any level. And they all came, and old
friends, and I had probably one of the best
rides of my life in the freestyle, and I won it.
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Having everyone there, it was just such an
awesome experience.”

A good Grand Prix performance at
Wiesbaden (Germany) clinched her berth on
the U.S. team for the Barcelona Olympics. But
on the world stage, Moose’s nerves got the best
of him again.

“At the Olympics, we went around the
arena, and people started clapping, and he
headed for the out-gate. The one thing I always
knew I could do was back him, so I literally

Monsieur, now 24, is

happily enjoying retirement
with Charlotte Bredahl-Baker
(center) and her husband,
Joel Baker at their

Solvang, Calif., ranch.

backed him all the way down
the long side of the ring and
then went into the ring,” she
said. Her cool thinking paid
off when she and Moose
turned in a good test—their
Grand Prix score was essential
for the U.S. team’s eventual
bronze medal.

Monsieur’s Grand Prix
career continued after the
Olympics just as it had
begun—with wins. The 1994 USDF Grand
Prix Horse of the Year title was his first, and
Bredahl-Baker had him aimed for the selec-
tion trials for the 1996 Atlanta Olympics. But
Moose injured himself while turned out, and
Bredahl-Baker opted to give him a vacation
instead. They came back with a vengeance in
1997, earning his second USDF Horse of the
Year award at the ripe age of 16.

Bredahl-Baker continued to compete
Moose until he was 18, and she then retired
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Monsieur’s retirement ceremony in 1999
was an emotional moment for Charlotte
Bredahl-Baker, as her husband, Joel
Baker, led “Moose” out of the ring.
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him in an emotional ceremony during the
California Dressage Society Annual Conven-
tion in January 1999.

Her last ride on him, however, came a year
later. Bredahl-Baker was scheduled to ride an
exhibition at the Festival of the Horse in Del
Mar, Calif.

“Monsieur was 19 at the time, and I was
not planning on riding him; I was planning on
riding [her current Grand Prix mount]
Lugano,” she said.

“At the last minute, something came up
with Lugano, and I had to pull Monsieur out. I
hadn’t ridden him for six months, even though
students had been riding him. He was fit, but
he hadn’t done the hard stuff for ages. I got on
him a week before the exhibition, and he was
just awesome. That night, the stands were
packed, and he got a standing ovation, and no
one knew it was my last ride on him but me. It
was an unbelievable moment.”

Now 24, Monsieur is thoroughly enjoying
his retirement on Bredahl-Baker’s farm in
Solvang, Calif. “He’s the king. He’s a very
strong-minded and spirited horse, and he’s the
same today as he was 20 years ago. He wants
everything just his way,” she said.

Meant To Be Mine

Making sure Monsieur has things his way
was one of the keys to the partnership between
he and Bredahl-Baker.

“The horse was very special—he had so
much power and the most incredible passage.
He really had a lot of confidence in Charlotte,”
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said Gurney. “He was a very insecure horse,
but he had faith in her. Charlotte spent a lot
of time with him and gave him the time he
needed to be a great horse.”

Bredahl-Baker claimed that her time
with Monsieur taught her “the idea of always
trying to have a real partnership, not just
having the horse submissive to you,” she
said. “Because they’re really going to try for
you if they have that relationship. Having
him be a top Grand Prix horse for 10 years
also really taught me about the fine line of
having a horse happy in work and fit, and
yet stay sound. I gave him lots of breaks—
he had at least one or two months off
completely each year—and I think that’s one
of the reasons he kept going for so long.
He never got burned out, mentally or
physically.”

Bredahl-Baker’s long partnership with
Moose is all the more remarkable because
he was originally a sales prospect, and he
was on the market almost the entire time
she competed him. In the early days, before
Moose started showing, various riders
tried him.

The Biggest Hurdle

While Monsieur developed into a consistent contender and competed at the biggest
shows in the world, he never completely lost the innate fear of his surroundings that made
his start in the show ring so difficult.

“For sure, | learned a lot of patience, especially with him being so fearful of everything.
That took years, and it was really the biggest hurdle to overcome for him to become a top
horse. He taught me how to be very cool in the show ring, because you never knew what
was going to happen,” said Charlotte Bredahl-Baker.

Dealing with Monsieur’s fears made Bredahl-Baker very quick at thinking on her feet.
“One year, we were at the World Cup League Final at Washington [D.C], and in that ring,
people are right on top of you. You can't get away from the audience,” she said. “When |
came in for my freestyle, | was passaging around the arena, and when my music started, he
just passaged right out the gate. | had to quickly get it back together and get him into the
arena before it was too late with the music.

“He got so much better, but | always had to be very prepared for anything. He really got
to the point where once he was in the arena that was his security blanket—I just had to get
in the arena. Nine out of 10 times, he was very reliable.”

But Moose's nerves came into play in awards ceremonies. Bredahl-Baker would cajole
judges to avoid riding Monsieur for the awards. “But for the Olympic trials, | knew |
couldn’t get out of the awards,” she said.

Bredahl-Baker was dreading entering the ring on an explosive Moose. But Anne
Gribbons came to her rescue.

“But people came up with different rea-
sons they didn’t like him—his gaits weren’t
good enough, or they didn’t like his canter.
Nobody thought he was anything special. 1
think it was just meant to be that he would be
mine,” she said.

Bredahl-Baker’s original partner had
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“Suddenly, Anne comes waltzing over with a horse tacked up and ready to go and tells
me to get off Monsieur and get on hers. She knew it was like suicide to go in there on him.
That was one of the nicest things anyone had done for me,” she said.

Gribbons, Hilda Gurney, and many other fellow Grand Prix riders helped Bredahl-Baker
with loaned horses for awards ceremonies for many years.

funded Monsieur’s purchase, but she had
been the one footing all the bills since he
was imported. When their Olympic bid
looked possible in 1991, they took Moose off
the market, so she’d have him for the
Barcelona Olympics. After that, however, he
was back for sale.

Moose, however, took care of that possi-
bility. All of the top riders had seen one of
Moose’s unusual antics during the USET train-
ing sessions.

“Everyone that got on him, like Klaus
Balkenhol and Harry Boldt—he would put on
a show where the minute they picked up the
canter, all he would do was one-tempis. I have
no idea why, but it was very embarrassing.
Every time someone new got on him, all the
other riders would line up to watch, because
they knew what was going to happen. That
never changed. They only rode him once
and then gave him back to me,” Bredahl-
Baker said.

The tactic might have embarrassed
Bredahl-Baker briefly, but it ensured that
Monsieur would stay with her, since no one
wanted to try and ride him.

“Obviously, it didn’t work out the way it
was planned. We would have sold him if some-
one had made a good offer, but really nobody
wanted him,” she said.

That chapter ended in 1997, when
Bredahl-Baker’s then-fiancé, Joel Baker,
helped her buy Moose outright once and for
all. “He was meant to be my horse somehow,”
she said. e
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